[image: image3.png]


Physical Science - Mrs. Johnson
To Contact the Teacher:

Gibbs High School Phone # 689-9130

Laura.johnson@knoxschools.org
THIS PACKET IS TO BE KEPT IN YOUR NOTEBOOK AT ALL TIMES.  WE WILL REFER TO IT OFTEN.

1.  CLASS INFORMATION
Welcome to Physical Science!  This class is a prerequisite to taking chemistry.  It will introduce you to basic physics and chemistry, as well as basic lab and math skills as they relate to science.  Please read all of these pages, then sign and return the forms to school as quickly as possible.

2.  COURSE FEE
$15 – Make checks payable to Gibbs HS for the exact amount only.  
3.  WHAT TO BRING TO CLASS

EVERYDAY:

	Notebook with dividers
	Text Book: McGraw-Hill Physical Science

	Colored pencils
	Lined Paper

	Pencils, or blue or black pens
	highlighter

	Index cards
	Pencil pouch 


If the text book is lost or damaged beyond repair, it has a replacement cost of $

4.  CLASS EXPECTATIONS AND PROCEDURES

1. Basic human courtesy and respect for EVERYONE
2. Be in class on time - in your seat with everything ready when the bell rings
3. Bring all necessary materials to class
4. All food and drink (except water in water bottles) must be consumed and deposited in the trash outside the classroom
5. Stay in your assigned seat unless given permission to get up (even if it’s to sharpen your pencil or throw things away)
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Clean up after yourself

7. Wear appropriate attire to school
8. Appropriate test (or quiz) behavior
a. Eyes on your exam only
b. Do your own work
c. Keep your test covered
d. Use only what is permitted by the teacher
e. Turn test in when you are instructed to do so
f. Remain quiet until you are given permission to talk
g. All exams are to be turned in by the end of the class period 
9. NO CELL PHONES out in class – THEY WILL BE TAKEN UP!!!
10. NO ELECTRONICS (ipods, mp3 players, games, etc.)

CONSEQUENCES – All of the class rules can be found in the school handbook or on the Knox County website.  Consequences can include parent phone calls, discipline referrals, and/or confiscation of disallowed items.  Specifics of some policies are mentioned in handbook.
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5.  GRADING POLICY:  
The grading scale is mandated by Knox County and the State of Tennessee.  The final grade will be calculated by adding all points together and dividing by the total number of points possible, with all work equal to 85% of the final grade, and the final exam equal to 15% of the final grade. 
	Grading Scale
	
	Type of Work
	Points Possible

	A
	93-100%
	
	Daily Questions
	5

	B
	85-92%
	
	Class Assignments / Homework
	5-50

	C
	75-84%
	
	Activities / Labs/ Projects
	25-200

	D
	70-74%
	
	Notebook Checks
	50-100

	F
	Below 70%
	
	Participation
	Varied

	X
	No Credit
	
	Quizzes
	5-50

	
	
	
	Tests
	100

	
	
	
	Final Exam
	15% of final grade


6.  WORK THAT COUNTS:  
All tasks given in this class will fall into one of the following categories, and will be assigned different point values based on the length and difficulty of the assignment.  Points are earned through completion of these tasks, and the correctness of the work.  
Class Assignments / Homework: 

These are usually related to textbook reading assignments.  This is to teach you the most important information from the book and connect it with previous knowledge, or clarify any questions you may have.

Late homework is not accepted unless it is due to an absence.  

Homework will consist of reading assignments, finishing of class work, vocabulary flashcards, or other practice work of concepts covered. 

Activities / Labs:

[image: image6.png]


Activities are a visual sign to help me determine if a student is understanding instructions and concepts.  They give me the opportunity to work with individuals or groups who are not quite sure what to do.  During labs I can also assess the student’s understanding of concept and equipment usage.  Students may be quizzed on the lab or be responsible for a report.  

Lab grades will consist of the following parts:

· Participation in all parts of the lab, including all relevant paperwork

· Following ALL science safety rules and class rules

· Working cooperatively with your group members (all are doing an EQUAL share of the work)

· Equipment is being used correctly and appropriately
Projects:
Projects will be assigned during the course, pertaining to the major themes of the course.  Some projects will be individual projects, while others may be assigned to a group.  Some research may need to be done in the library.  Some may require a presentation.  All instructions and scoring rubrics will be given for each project well in advance of the due date to allow plenty of time for it to be completed on time.  Only minimal amounts of class time will be allowed for these projects, as to keep us on track for our curriculum.

Participation (Varies):  Participation grades will be judged solely by the teacher and will be determined upon the following factors: behavior (especially when guest speakers are presenting), attitude, participation in activities, attendance, note-taking, completing assignments on time, and volunteering to put problems on the board or answer questions.  The opinion of the teacher on participation points is FINAL.

EXTRA CREDIT (Varies):  Multiple opportunities will be given for extra credit work that goes along with the concepts being studied.  These CANNOT be used in place of doing regular assignments.  Extra credit will only count if you are consistently completing your assignments.  The purpose of extra credit is to allow you some extra practice on current topics, or to help if you had an unusually bad grade on a test or quiz.
Quizzes: 
I will use quizzes after a video, after a lab, or after a reading section.  I will also use them to break up long or difficult material to gauge student comprehension before moving on to the next concept.  I will also use frequent vocabulary quizzes to help build their knowledge of key concepts.  Quizzes can be multiple choice, fill-in-the blank, True/False, drawing pictures, or open-ended questions.  We will correct them in class as often as possible to allow them to hear the correct answers.

Tests: 
Tests will always have 2 parts to them.  The first part will be 30-50 multiple choice questions, with the second part made up of open-ended questions.  These tests will be given after every major unit, usually associated with the chapters of the text book.

  MISCELLANEOUS CLASS AND SCHOOL POLICIES 
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These are not permitted during school hours (8-3:30).  If they are seen by the teacher, THEY WILL BE TAKEN and turned in to the office.  
Absences And Time For Time:
You are absent from class if you miss more than 15 minutes 
of class.  This includes if you come late to school, or are picked up early.  ANYTIME you miss 15 minutes or more, YOU ARE ABSENT!!!

ATTENDANCE AND MAKE-UP WORK:
If you are absent from class, YOU are responsible for getting your makeup work and turning it in.  You have THREE DAYS to turn it in.  It is not the teacher’s responsibility to remind you of it.  
How to Get Your Make-up Work:

If you missed notes, you need to copy them down from someone in the class.  If you missed a lab or activity, you will have an alternative assignment to do.
TARDY POLICY:
If you are not in the classroom and READY FOR CLASS when the tardy bell rings, YOU ARE TARDY!!!  .

If you are tardy, here are the consequences:

1st ,2nd , and 3rd times:  A Verbal Warning 

4th tardy:  Parent notification
5th tardy: Office referral
Exit Passes:
Ideally, all visits to the bathroom, drinking fountain, and other places should be done on the student’s own time between classes or at lunch.  Students must get permission, date and initial the exit log and take the pass.  If these procedures are not followed, the student may lose all privileges to leave.  
Cheating
Cheating is any time you do not do 100% of YOUR work yourself.  This can include asking another student what the answer to #4 is, copying another person’s work, looking at someone else’s test, or using things not allowed on a test or quiz.  It will result in an automatic 0 for both people.  It can also result in a phone call home to explain what happened, and further incidences will result in a discipline referral.  JUST DON’T DO IT!!!

When working on a group assignment, you will not receive credit if you are not the one participating in obtaining the information.  Just writing down what someone else wrote is a form of cheating.
Computer Usage: When computers must be used, students are expected to follow all school and county guidelines in what they view, and staying on task.  
8.  UNITS OF STUDY:

1. Introduction to Physical Science and its Methods
    Chap. 1

2. States and Properties of Matter



    Chaps 16-17

3. Interactions of Matter





    Chaps 18-21

4. Forces and Motion





    Chaps. 2-3

5. Energy, Waves and Electricity



    Chaps 4-9

9.  AUDIO / VISUAL MATERIALS:

Knox County policy requires us to inform you of any audio or visual materials that this class could potentially watch any part or all of.  Below is a list of these possibilities.  
Please call with questions or concerns.

· Videos: Discovery Education, United Streaming, Nova - Roller Coasters, Medieval Siege, and other related clips and programs, Lab Safety Video, The Power of the Periodic Table, Bill Nye, Myth Busters, Learn NBC, Understanding Car Crashes: It’s Basic Physics, the Physics Classroom, PBS kids, PHET labs, teachertube.com, schooltube.com, University of Tennessee - various departments, Nature, ESPN Physics of Sports. Discovery Channel video series, which includes titles such as “What is a Scientific Investigation?”, “Safety Matters”, “Measurement”, “Exploring Motion”, “Basics of Physics Series”, “Work, Energy and Simple Machines”, “Simply Science Series”, “Heat, Temperature, and Energy”, “Exploring Heat”, “Physical Science Series”, “Solids, Liquids and Gases”, “Gas Laws”, “Matter and Its Properties”, “Atoms and Molecules”, “Chemical Reactions” and scenes from commercial film “Flubber”, 

· All videos and articles that are used have academic value and are approved for academic use.

· If you do not approve of a specific resource or assignment listed in this syllabus, please make your request to me in writing and an alternative assignment and/or material will be provided.  The request should include your name, the child’s name, the specific activity/materials in which you do not want your child to participate or to which you do not want them exposed, and the nature of your objection.

PLAGARISM

According to Harbrace Handbook, 15th edition:

  “Plagiarism is defined as presenting someone else’s ideas, research, or opinion as your own without proper documentation, even if it has been rephrased.  It includes, but is not limited to the following:

1.      Copying verbatim all or part of another’s written work;

2.      Using phrases, figures, or illustrations without citing the source;

3.      Paraphrasing ideas, conclusions, or research without citing the source;

4.      Using all or part of a literary plot, poem, or film without attributing the work to its creator.”

CONSEQUENCES OF PLAGIARISM

Plagiarism is a form of stealing and academic fraud.  Students who are found guilty of plagiarism will have the option of either redoing the assignment within a specified time period and accepting a grade letter drop or taking a zero on the assignment.  Parents should be involved in making the decision.

Honor Code: 

Students are expected to study and collaborate together on labs and assignments throughout the semester; however, final lab summaries and projects should be individually written. Students found to have either given or received information on assignments will be given a zero for the assignment. Likewise, cell phones on during testing situations will be treated as a cheating violation and students will be given a zero on the assessment. 

Religion policy

No student will be discriminated for their religious beliefs.

Intervention Strategy
If your need extra help all you have to do is ask.  I am available before or after school to answer your questions or provide extra tutoring time with a topic you are having trouble with.  Please don’t wait, it is better to clear up problems as soon as they arise.  Just ask and we will work out a time.  

Communication Strategy

○
Please contact me with any questions or concerns about your student.

○
Office Hours - My planning period is 1st period.  Appointments can be made during this time or before or after school.  

○
Email :laura.johnson@knoxschools.org
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Safety Procedures

Safety procedures are different for physics labs and chemistry labs.  We will go over all specific safety procedures before the lab.  I will be going over basic safety procedures for the physics portion of class and for the chemistry portion.  Students will receive a safety contract that will need to be signed and turned in so that they may participate in all lab activities.
They will get this the first week of school.  The signed safety contract and parent sheet are the first two assignments.
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Please return the following to Mrs. Johnson’s Physical Science CP Class.

I have read and understand the class expectations of Mrs. Johnson’s Physical Science Class.

Student Name : ______________________________________(Printed)

Student Signature & Date: _______________________________________

Block __________

Parent information:

What is the best time and phone number to contact you if necessary? 

Time _______________________

Phone Number ________________________

I have read and understand the class expectations of Mrs. Johnson’s Physical Science Class.

Parent/Guardian Signature & Date: ____________________________________

